
My first hand-built
organ was a Wurlitzer
125. It took me two yers
to build it. 

I started building my
second band organ in
1990. The case surround-
ing this organ was made
from quartered-sawed
oak. 

At first it played 165
Wurlitzer rolls. Then
extra notes were added to
play music with the chro-
matic scale. This organ
has only eight bass notes.

There are twelve
accompaniment notes, twenty-three melody notes and six-
teen counter melody notes.

Now the band organ has been converted to a MIDI
system which plays arrangements by Wayne Holton.
Future plans for the organ inlcude violin celeste pipes in
the melody section and later, vioilin octave celeste pipes
in the counter-melody section. The band organ will also

have viola unison celeste
pipes with bourdon
celeste flutes. The organ
should have twelve regis-
ter controls when com-
pleted. 

In 2008 we recorded
our first two CDs with a
Dutch touch. Our hope is
to add a Christmas CD
soon.

I met Margie Hagan
in 2000 and we recently
became engaged in 2007.
We both enjoy attending
the rallies and performing
at various functions. 

I also built my first acoustic twelve string guitar at
sixteen. Besides playing the guitar I also play the drums.

Margie played the clarinet in her high school band.
She also plays the Hammond organ for fun.
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Meet Your Member: John Prtljaga & Margie Hagan

John Prtljaga and Margie Hagan with his most recent organ.

Event Location Contact Person Date

COAA Rally #1 Lake Winnepausauka Ron & Glynn Keisler May 23 - 25, 2009
Chattenooga, TN 803-356-4545

COAA Rally #2 Gallipolis, OH Bob Hood June 20 - 21, 2009
800-765-6482

Mid-Am Rally Yipsalanti, MI Dale & Janet Dohler July 31 - Aug 1
(MBSI) 734-677-2084 2009

COAA Rally #3 Waynesville, OH Norm Gibson Aug. 14 - 16, 2009
937-372-9877

2009 Organ Rally Dates

Check out the COAA at www.COAA.us

Classified Ads

Classified advertising rates (per issue): $0.35 per word with a minimum charge of $10.00 per ad (non-member rates: $0.70 per word with $20.00
minimum).  Bold type words are $0.50 per word. Classified advertisements may be repeated in consecutive issues with a 10% discount for the
2nd ad, 20% discount for the 3rd ad and 30% for the 4th ad. There will be no refunds for consecutive insertions should your item sell before the
end of the ad schedule.  

All classified ads (and payment) should be mailed to COAA Advertising Manager, Norm Gibson, 976 Detroit St., Xenia, OH  45385 before the
first of December, March, June or September.  Phone inquiries may be made to Norm at 937-372-9877 or email at gib89@hotmail.com. Ads
may be paid by check, Money Order, or by PayPal (COAA@swbell.net) The members name must appear in the ad content as well as the price.
The ads should  be limited to organs, calliopes and/or other outdoor mechanical musical instruments or related products and/or services.


